® RN 7154

Contemporary India Forum
Quarterly Review

2017 &£ ZZF S No. 32

BE A1VF - ETAHHEOFHOEE

India-Japan Relations: Prospects & Potential
H.E. Sujan R. Chinoy (Ambassador of India to Japan)

TBENRFHHBE] DEHA
— T DEEHNEE L EE—

The signing of the Japan and India Nuclear Cooperation Agreement

. Its historical background and significance
AT % WHBE 7OT7RENBEST7TOTH mET OTERR)

BENEARILKDARIZHITHET « 5HHEHH
—ZFDORREMED IT—
Prime Minister Modi’ s Japan Visit in the stream of expanding

Japan-India relations: Its result and evaluation
TE BE (Fa3/)Lh5 BRAEHRES)

Modi in Tokyo:
India—-Japan Partnership in a Turbulent World

C. Raja Mohan (Director, Carnegie India)

m AFEHEEAN BENRE
THE JAPAN-INDIA ASSOCIATION

AR

http://www. japan—india. com/



X AFEFGR DR L FEF O FENEHEIL. AR EEN BEIHE2 A LE7,
X MEWTHRER I AL LR, GIHOBIE, £z LT EE W)
XONA - HIAFEOBALFL, JRAlE L TR E TERL L TWET,
XOBHAFOARERIL, EEPEAL TV 260220 L EHBML TWET,
X Ham i, FEZWHAORBETHY . CRITHEEITH D £,

TER TRAFEIL, AEMEIENBRIHEMICA =L TEED <230,

E-mail: partner@japan—india. com

B TERARA VRT3 —T HIZOWT) e, HATEEWET,

BAA LV R-Tr—T L5 %3275 201TH X575
FEAT NN Pk 1
M) BURA v FRsE R v 2 —

FATHT  ARMEIEN BRI =

T 103-0025
HORH S X H A S 50T 2-1-14
TEL: 03(5640)7604  FAX: 03(5640) 1576



India-Japan Relations: Prospects & Potential

Ambassador of India to Japan
H.E. Sujan R. Chinoy

Preface

I deem it an honour to be invited to contribute an article on India’s
relations with Japan, and its prospects and potential, to the Japan India
Association’s Quarterly Review “Contemporary India Forum”. The subject
matter would no doubt be of great topical interest in the wake of the recent
visit of the Prime Minister of India to Japan on 11th-12th November 2016.

Although I have only completed a year in my current assignment as
Ambassador of India to Japan, my first introduction to Japan actually took
place a long time ago, in 1978, when I was a young twenty-year old exchange
student from Gujarat University of India at the Otemon Gakuin University
in Osaka. The first thing I did when I was appointed Ambassador to Japan
was to paint the second eye of my long-preserved Daruma doll, in accordance
with the well-known Japanese tradition, to mark the fulfillment of my
long-cherished desire to return to Japan one day. Then, as now, I find Japan

to be an enchanting country with great natural beauty and friendly people.

India and Japan have traditionally enjoyed warm and friendly relations.
Our bonds are deep rooted in history and tradition, and have been forged on
the anvil of Buddhism which spread from India to other countries in Asia,
including to Japan. We are today engaged in co-operation in diverse sectors
in a changing global and regional environment, one that presents both
opportunities and challenges. Our Special Strategic and Global Partnership
1s based on common values of democracy, respect for rule of law and an
abiding commitment to peace. We have a growing convergence on strategic
and economic issues. Above all, Japan is a valued economic partner for India

and a key participant in our economic transformation.



I . Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Visit

It is relevant to recall that Japan was the first country that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had visited, outside of South Asia, after assuming
his post in 2014. Prime Minister Modi’s recent visit to Japan on 11th-12th
November 2016, his second as Prime Minister, provided fresh impetus to
bilateral ties between India and Japan, building further on the momentum
created by his earlier visit and that of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to India in
December 2015. This was the eighth meeting between the two leaders since
2014. It was a valuable opportunity for the two leaders to meet, as friends
and as leaders of two of Asia’s largest democracies, to advance our bilateral

engagement.

During his recent visit, Prime Minister Modi had an audience with
His Majesty the Emperor, followed by a meeting with prominent
industrialists and members of the India-Japan Business Leaders Forum and
an address at a business luncheon organized by Keidanren and other top
economic organizations. He received former Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori, a
key architect of our bilateral relationship who launched in 2000 the
“India-Japan Global Partnership” with then Prime Minister Atal B. Vajpayee,
as well as Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida and METI Minister Hiroshige
Seko.

A total of eleven documents were concluded during the Summit. The
highlights were a Joint Statement signed at the level of the two leaders, an
Agreement on the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy and a Memorandum on
Manufacturing Skill Transfer. There were other agreements, covering the
broadest possible sectors, such as co-operation in outer space, marine, earth

and atmospheric sciences, agriculture and textiles.

Japan is one of very few countries with which India has established a
tradition of annual bilateral Summits of the two Prime Ministers alternately
in India and Japan. This, together with the personal rapport of mutual trust
that Prime Ministers Modi and Abe share between themselves, underscores

the fact that our ties are very special.

On the second day of his recent visit, Prime Minister Modi travelled to



Kobe in the gracious company of Prime Minister Abe on the famous
Shinkansen, known for its speed, safety and reliability. After a luncheon
event at Hyogo House, the two leaders together visited the Kawasaki Rolling
Stock factory in Kobe that manufactures the Shinkansen. India is the first
country in the world to have entered into a major contract to introduce the
Shinkansen on the Mumbai-Ahmedabad sector in western India. Prime
Minister Modi departed for India later that evening after attending an event
with representatives of the approximately 27,000-strong Indian community
in Japan. Indians in Japan number fewer than in many other countries, but
they are well integrated and have distinguished themselves in various walks

of life and brought laurels to their country of origin.

Il . Strategic Convergence in the Indo-Pacific Region

Prime Minister Modi’s visit greatly strengthened the three main

pillars of our ties with Japan, viz., strategic, economic and people-to-people.

Our relationship is marked by a growing convergence on strategic
issues. As two prominent maritime states straddling the vast and dynamic
Indo-Pacific region, both India and Japan support freedom of navigation and
overflight as well as unimpeded maritime commerce through the interlinked

sea lanes of the Pacific and Indian Oceans.

Japan’s participation for the first time as a regular member in the
annually organized India-US Malabar naval exercises, this year held off the
coast of Sasebo, was welcomed by both India and US. Dialogue between all
the three defense services provides a platform for closer cooperation,
particularly in the field of maritime security, humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief. Promoting regional connectivity is a common objective, as is
the creation of an inclusive, balanced and open regional architecture in the

Indo-Pacific region.

In the Joint Statement, the two Prime Ministers condemned terrorism
in the strongest terms in all its forms and manifestations in the spirit of

“zero tolerance”. They expressed their condolences to the bereaved families



of the victims of both countries in the recent terrorist attacks including in
Dhaka, in which seven Japanese lost their lives, and in Uri in the state of
Jammu & Kashmir in India, where 19 lives were lost. They called upon all
countries to implement UN Security Council Resolution 1267 and other
relevant resolutions designating terrorist entities, and to work to eliminate
terrorist safe havens and infrastructure, their networks and financing
channels, including the cross-border movement of terrorists. Further, they
called upon all countries to effectively deal with trans-national terrorism

emanating from their territory.

IT. Emerging Business Opportunities in India

The Agreement for Co-operation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy concluded between India and Japan on 11th November 2016 reflects
the high degree of mutual trust and confidence between India and Japan.
The Agreement would contribute to the construction of civilian nuclear
power plants in India and enable it to meet its clean energy targets and to
fulfill India’s commitment to the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. It is
expected to provide opportunities for Japan to participate in India’s civil
nuclear programme as also help foster cooperation in basic and applied

research regarding the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and nuclear safety.

The economic underpinning of our ties is equally significant. With a
projected GDP growth rate of well over 7 per cent in 2016, India has emerged
as the world’s fastest-growing large economy and as a global manufacturing
hub. India’s large domestic market, macro-economic stability and
competitive low-cost manufacturing have enabled India to be ranked by the
World Investment Report of 2015 as the first among the Top Ten FDI
Destinations of the World. India is up by 32 places on the Global

Competitiveness Index of the World Economic Forum.

India remains strongly committed to further opening up the economy
and to improving the “ease of doing business” environment. A number of
steps taken by the Government of India to spur economic growth and flow of
FDI such as the passage of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, the setting



up of Commercial Courts and new legislation regarding the Goods and

Services Tax are expected to ignite medium-term growth.

The role of private capital from Japan is integral to our burgeoning
economic engagement. Japanese companies stand to benefit from low-cost
manufacturing and the ample pool of competent human resources in India.
The JBIC Surveys in the last two years have consistently ranked India as
the most preferred medium-term destination for Japanese manufacturing

companies. Today, Japan is the 4th largest investor in India.

The Indian economy offers unparalleled opportunities to Japanese
companies to participate in flagship programmes including “Make in India”,
“Digital India”, “Skill India”, “Smart Cities and Industrial Townships and
Corridors”. India is now Japan’s largest ODA partner. Japan’s unmatched
technological and innovative capacities have made it a natural partner for
India in the execution of mega infrastructural projects of the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor, the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor, the
Chennai-Bangalore Industrial Corridor, Metro Rail projects in Delhi,
Ahmedabad and Chennai, and notably, the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed
Railway Project.

IV. People-to-People Exchanges

The people of India greatly admire Japan’s culture of hard work,
discipline and dedication just as the Japanese people admire India’s
diversity and spirituality. People-to-people exchanges are on the rise. There
are growing links between Japan’s prefectures and states in India. An MOU
on Cooperation between Gujarat state in India and Hyogo Prefecture
recently concluded during Prime Minister Modi’s visit added another
important milestone to the existing list of partnerships. Earlier, during
Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Japan in 2014, a partner city agreement was
concluded between Kyoto and Varanasi, both ancient historical and spiritual
centers of art, culture and learning. Other links that have benefitted both
sides are arrangements between Hiroshima and Kanagawa respectively with
Tamil Nadu state, Wakayama with Maharashtra state, Mie with Karnataka



state, Sanin region with Kerala state, Toyama with Andhra Pradesh state,
besides framework agreements for exchanges between Fukuoka and the
National Capital Territory of Delhi and Yokohama City with Mumbai, to
name a few. The list of stakeholders in our deepening engagement is
growing. There is consensus across the political spectrum in both countries

on building closer ties.

With a view to promoting and facilitating greater travel for business
and leisure, India has recently extended ‘Visa-on-arrival facility, ten-year

business visas and e-Tourist visas to Japanese travelers.

Conclusion

India and Japan have a shared outlook on many global issues. India’s
co-operation with Japan in the field of clean energy has enormous
implications for India’s quest for sustainable growth to meet the
developmental aspirations of the 1.25 billion Indian people. India looks to
strengthening co-operation with Japan on climate change and reform of the
United Nations.

Japan’s role in skills development, education and training
programmes in India will benefit a large and youthful workforce, and provide
a steady stream of human resources to cater to the needs of the growing

Japanese economic presence in India.

As Prime Minister Modi said in his address to Keidanren, India and
Japan will have to continue to play a major role in Asia’s emergence.
Together, we can promote peace and prosperity across the large expanse of

Asia and Africa.

India and Japan stand today on the cusp of a new phase in their
partnership. I am confident that ties between India and Japan will prove to

be a defining relationship of the 21st century.

(1 January, 2017)
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Modi in Tokyo: India-Japan Partnership in a Turbulent World
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Preface

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Tokyo in November
2016 marked the culmination of a decade long annual summitry between
the leaders. It also occurred at a moment when world politics seemed on the
precipice of an important transformation. As a new wave of uncertainty
grips major power relations and Asia enters an era of acute turbulence, the
sustained investment in the bilateral strategic partnership over the last
decade might turn out to be one of the most valuable decisions that Delhi
and Tokyo had made more than a decade ago. It all began with Prime
Minister Yoshiro Mori’s visit to India in August 2000. This visit and the
launching of “India-Japan Global Partnership” have revived the bilateral
relations which had been undermined by India’s nuclear tests in May 1998
and subsequent protest measures by Japan. The following administrations,
led by Dr. Manmohan Singh and then Narendra Modi in India and by
Junichiro Koizumi and Shinzo Abe in Japan, intensifed the engagement
between the Asian giants that seemed to have so few shared interests in the
second half of the 20th century. Now two partners are boasting “Special
Strategic Global Partnership”. Modi and his host Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe declared in November 2016 that there is a ‘high degree of convergence
in the political, economic and strategic interests of the two countries that

provides an enduring basis for a long-term partnership’.

This convergence amidst the gathering turmoil has become an
important feature of contemporary Asian international relations. The

process that Koizumi and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh initiated in
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2005 helped sustain continuous pressure on the phlegmatic bureaucracies
in Delhi and Tokyo to resolve outstanding issues, widen the areas of
bilateral cooperation and initiate regional and international cooperation.
That process allowed Prime Ministers Shinzo Abe and Narendra Modi to
get past some major obstacles and elevate the partnership to a higher level
during the latter’s visit to Tokyo in November 2016. This essay briefly
reviews the evolution of the bilateral partnership in the last few years and
highlights some key outcomes of strategic significance from Modi’s visit to

Japan.

I . Sea Change of India-Japan relationship by Abe and Modi

The strategic dimension to the relationship, owes much to the
persistence of Abe who had the ability to see the importance of India from a
historical perspective as well as contemporary relevance. If it was George
W. Bush who discarded the conventional wisdom in Washington on India,
Abe did much the same in Tokyo. The two rounds of summits held during
Abe’s first tenure as PM during 2006-07 provided long overdue geopolitical
impetus to a relationship that had become unidimensional and very limited
in scope in the preceding decades. Abe’s special interest in India was
kindled by his maternal grandfather, Nobusuke Kishi, Prime Minister of
Japan during 1957-60,who had presided over a brief political romance
between Japan and Nehru’s India. India and Japan drifted away in the
Cold War with only a tenuous financial assistance programme (Official
Development Assistance, ODA) connecting the two from the 1960s to the
1990s.

The end of the Cold War, Delhi’s economic reorientation, its
diplomatic adaptation especially the new emphasis on normalizing the
relationship with the United States opened up new possibilities for India

and Japan to rethink their partnership. But differences over nuclear
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nonproliferation, the slow pace of Indian reforms, and lack of sufficient
awareness of each other’s geopolitical interests seemed to slow the pace of
constructing a new partnership. Abe changed that by unveiling a new
vision for the partnership during his visit to India at the end of his first
term in August 2007. But political instability that followed the resignation
of Abe shortly after saw India move to the back burner again in Tokyo.
Abe’s spectacular return to power at the end of 2012 brought a new energy
to India-Japan partnership. By the time Abe came back, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s government seemed to lose both energy and direction in
Delhi. The advent of Modi in the middle of 2014 and his huge personal
bonding with Abe set the stage for a rapid expansion of the partnership in

the last two years.

II. Expansion of Political and Economic Cooperation

Both Prime Ministers decided, in September 2014 during Modi’ visit
to Tokyo, to add one word “Special” to the so-far called “Strategic Global
Partnership”. Their common vision, abundance of political will and a
determination to resolve outstanding problems and open up new areas of

cooperation saw valuable progress in four important areas.
1. Civil nuclear cooperation agreement

The first was in the arena of civil nuclear cooperation. No issue had
generated so much difficulty for India and Japan in their effort to build a
new partnership after the Cold War. India’s nuclear tests of May 1998 and
self-declaration as a nuclear weapon state ran headlong into Japan’s post
Cold War foreign policy emphases on arms control and non-proliferation.
The tests also deeply disturbed the widespread anti-nuclear sentiment in
Japan. As Delhi and Washington began to address the negative
consequences of the tests, Tokyo joined the process of finding a way to

resolve the difficult question of accommodating India into the global order.
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Japan indeed supported President Bush’s historic initiative during
2005-2008 to relax the international norms to facilitate civilian nuclear

cooperation with India and end Delhi’s prolonged atomic isolation.

Tokyo, however, had big difficulties in negotiating a bilateral nuclear
energy cooperation agreement with Delhi. The popular opposition towards
any nuclear engagement with non-signatories to the NPT like India made it
too hot a potato for any Japanese political leader to touch. In the
negotiations with India, Japan wanted strong assurances on India’s
nonproliferation commitments from Delhi. Tokyo also wanted explicit
affirmation in the agreement on nullification or termination in the event of
another Indian nuclear test in the future. India had engaged with these
issues in its nuclear cooperation agreements with other countries and was
ready to reiterate those formulations with Japan. But Tokyo felt it needed
more iron clad assurances that would satisfy the concerns of critics in
Japan who were totally opposed to any nuclear cooperation with India,
because Delhi had not signed the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT). With the two bureaucracies unable to resolve the
differences despite extended negotiations, the issue had to be referred to

the political leaders.

On his part, Modi found a way to address Japan’s special sensitivities
on the nuclear question by introducing flexibility into the Indian position.
This allowed the finalization of the nuclear agreement to Tokyo’s
satisfaction. Abe, in turn, has been willing to invest his personal capital in
getting the first Japanese agreement for cooperation with a non-NPT
country through the Diet in the not too distant future. Once approved by
the Japanese Diet, the agreement will paves the way for Japan’s
participation in India’s civil nuclear programme not just bilaterally, but by
supplying critical equipment for other nuclear vendors from the United
States and France for example. The agreement with Japan is likely to
significantly bring down the costs of nuclear power plant construction in

India. Even more important, the agreement demonstrates the political will
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in both Delhi and Tokyo to get past difficult obstacles to advance the

bilateral partnership.
2. Cooperation to India’s infrastructure modernization

The second important strategic dimension that was visible during
Modi’s visit to Tokyo was the deepening Japan’s strategic commitment to
the modernization of the Indian economy, especially in the infrastructure
sector. Although Japan has long been a major aid donor to India’s economic
development programmes over the decades, its assistance has acquired a
special character with the development of such projects as Delhi Metro in
the 1990s. The Koizumi visit to India in 2005 saw the unveiling of a
strategic partnership as well as the project to link Delhi and Mumbai with a
Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC) as well as a Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC). Together they formed one of the most ambitious
modernization projects that India had ever undertaken. A few years later,
the two sides also agreed to develop a Chennai-Bengaluru Industrial
Corridor as well that would extend Japanese production networks into the

southern part of Subcontinent.

As Abe put greater weight on the strategic character of Japan’s
overseas economic assistance, Modi saw a critical role for Japan in
accelerating India’s growth. Of special importance for Modi was the early
introduction of High Speed Railway (HSR) into India. Despite widespread
skepticism within India on the viability of HSR in India, Modi insisted on
bringing the technology into India. This has been part of Modi’s special
emphasis on modernization of Indian Railways in economic agenda for
India. Modi also chose Tokyo over Beijing as Delhi’s partner in undertaking
the first HSR project in India between Mumbai and Ahmedabad. At the end
of his visit to Tokyo, the two Prime Ministers welcomed the steady progress
made in the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR) Project and
hoped to hold the ground breaking ceremony in 2017 and launch it 2023.

The two Prime Ministers also emphasized the critical importance of human
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resource development in high speed rail technology, operation and
maintenance in a planned manner, including the commencement of
preliminary work on establishment of HSR Institute and development of its
training programme. The successful collaboration in HSR could lay the
foundation for an enduring partnership in an advanced sector and position
both countries to take projects to third countries and compete more

effectively with Chinese HSR projects in the region.
3. Beyond the bilateral cooperation to a larger dimension

The third dimension of Modi's visit has been the decision to expand
strategic economic cooperation beyond India's borders. In the joint
statement 1ssued at the end of the visit, the two Prime Ministers ‘stressed
the potential that the collaboration of India and Japan have in realizing
prosperous Indo-Pacific region in the 21st century’. They ‘decided to draw on
the strength of shared values, convergent interests and complementary
skills and resources, to promote economic and social development, capacity

building, connectivity and infrastructure development in the region’.

The two leaders are also ‘decided to seek synergy between India's
"Act East" Policy and Japan's "Expanded Partnership for Quality
Infrastructure,” by closely coordinating, bilaterally and with other
partners, for better regional integration and improved connectivity as well
as industrial networks based on the principles of mutual consultation and
trust.” This important decision to pool their resources and coordinate their
strategies for regional development comes as China pushes its ‘One Belt,
One Road’(OBOR) initiative all across Eurasia and the Indo-Pacific Region.
Most countries in the region do find the Chinese offers quite interesting

initially, but many have found not too soon after the multiple hidden costs.

By combining their initiatives for regional connectivity and
infrastructure building in the Indo-Pacific, Tokyo and Delhi could generate
an attractive alternative to Chinese proposals. Modi and Abe underscored

the possibilities for cooperation and collaboration in Africa and develop
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Indo-pacific industrial corridors. The two leaders also ‘welcomed the
prospect of cooperation between the two countries for promoting peace and
prosperity in South Asia and the neighbouring regions, such as Iran and
Afghanistan, through bilateral and trilateral cooperation’. One possibility
they foresee is for the ‘development of infrastructure and connectivity for
Chabahar’ an Iranian port not too far from the Gwadar port in Pakistan
being developed by China. For countries that have rarely worked together
in third countries, this is an ambitious undertaking and underlines the new
determination in both capitals to preserve their regional positions amidst
China’s growing economic and political clout by greater collaboration and

coordination.

4. Cooperation for building the international order based on the rule of

law

The fourth important dimension of Modi’s visit is the emphasis on
the shared commitment of Delhi and Tokyo for a rules based world order.
Their special emphasis on this comes amidst Beijing’s rejection of the ruling
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration in the Hague on the South China Sea
disputes between China and its East Asian neighbours. As China insists
that its expansive territorial claims must prevail over the accepted
international legal principles, India and Japan have a big stake in
preserving at least a minimum set of norms in the conduct of international
relations in the Indo-Pacific. In a reference to the 2016 South China Sea
judgment, the two leaders ‘reiterated their commitment to respecting
freedom of navigation and over flight, and unimpeded commerce based on
the principles of international law, as reflected notably in the United

Nations Convenstion on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)’

Beyond the affirmation of the principles of restraint and peaceful
resolution of the maritime territorial disputes, Modi and Abe agreed on
intensifying their political and diplomatic cooperation in various regional

and trilateral institutions to promote a ‘balanced, open, inclusive, stable,
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transparent and rules-based economic, political and security architecture in

the Indo-Pacific region’

. Consolidation of Security and Defence Cooperation

Reinforcing their political cooperation, Modi and Abe stressed the
urgent need to consolidate their bilateral security and defence cooperation,
deepen trilateral security engagement with the United States and
Australia and strengthen multilateral security frameworks in the
Indo-Pacific region. ‘They underscored the need to further expand defence
engagement through greater two-way collaboration and technology
cooperation, co-development and co-production, by expediting discussions
for determining specific items including through the Joint Working Group
on Defence Equipment and Technology Cooperation’. Although Modi did not
announce any decision to acquire Japan’s US-2 amphibian aircraft, he
conveyed Delhi’s appreciation of Tokyo’s readiness to provide state of the
art defence equipment. As the joint statement noted Japan’s willingness to
sell arms to India ‘symbolises the high degree of trust between the two
countries and the distance that Japan and India have covered in advancing

their bilateral exchanges’.

Conclusion

Although Delhi and Tokyo have traveled far since the end of the Cold
War, they need to move at a faster pace in the coming years. The rapid
expansion of Chinese economic and military power and the new will in
Beijing to become the dominant power in Asia and the Indo-Pacific poses
unprecedented challenges to Delhi and Tokyo. This challenge is
compounded by the growing uncertainty generated by the election of

Donald Trump as the next president of the US in November. Trump’s
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‘America first’ approach promises to rearrange the geopolitical structure of
Eurasia and the Indo-Pacific. The situation is further muddied by the fact
that the regional institutions centred around the Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) have been unable to withstand the growing
pressure from China. All these factors demand deeper strategic partnership
between Delhi and Tokyo. Modi and Abe have indeed acknowledged the new
strategic convergences between Delhi and Tokyo. They have outlined a
broad vision for future bilateral relations as well as regional architecture.
Their widely expected political longevity in office provides the objective
circumstance to translate the vision into tangible outcomes. Modi’s visit to

Tokyo in November 2016 is an important step in that direction.

(1 January, 2017)
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