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Abstract: The two acts introduced by the Bharativa Janata Party
Government in 2019, the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage)
Act and the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, have faced fierce criticism. A large
number of people oppose these laws, sniffing out something ‘Hindu
Nationalistic’ in them. However, we should not judge these acts too hastily.
This paper analyses the nature of two laws, including the background of
enactment, intention, public reaction and effects of their enforcement. The
Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act declares Triple Talaq
illegal and void, and any Muslim husband who breaches the law shall be
punished with imprisonment. The act itself would contribute to empowerment
and uplift of Muslim women, securing their human rights. But we cannot
categorically deny the possibility of arbitral detention targeting Muslim men
caused by its misuse. The Citizenship (Amendment) Act seeks to amend the
Citizenship Act of 19556. Non-Muslim immigrants from Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Bangladesh will not be considered illegal immigrants if they have entered
India on or before December 31, 2014, and will be eligible for Indian
citizenship. Enforcement of the law shall cause great confusion, since almost
all “refugees” have no document to certify their native place and the date of
entry to India. Even Muslim Indian citizens might be deprived of their
citizenship, on the grounds of no evidence. We should judge the effects of these

acts, monitoring the process of their enforcement.
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Abstract’ In general explanations on the Hindu-Muslim relationships in the
premodern India, Muslims tend to be described as the ruling class and Hindus
as subjects, and both communities as a homogeneous group. Medieval Indian
romantic literature written in Persian and various vernaculars is helpful to
overcome this simplistic view. Hindu-Muslim romance poems such as Duval
Rani va Khizr Khan by Amir Khusraw or Kahnadade Prabandha by
Padmanabha show that religion was not the sole or primary element to divide
communities. Padmavat is a sufi romance with a Rajput protagonist Ratansen.
The author Muhammad Jayasi wrote the work in Awadhi language using
motifs of Persian, Sanskrit, Nath Yoga literatures and oral traditions. Jayasis
Padmavat was the work produced in the multicultural environment of 16th
century Awadh in which sufis, Rajputs, yogis and other communities created
the rich local culture through mutual interactions. Unfortunately, recent
Hindi film Padmavat, allegedly based on Jayasi's work, failed to convey that

multicultural atmosphere.
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