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Diversity and Indian Heritage,
Keys to Understanding Modern Indian Society
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Emeritus Professor, Research Institute for Humanity and Nature
RERH

Toshiki OSADA

Abstract: Diversity is a key word to understand modern Indian society.

I visited India for the first time in 1978. My visits to India have become
almost annual practice, including six years of studies in Ranchi university.
Since then, my researches have been focused on Munda linguistics and Indus
civilization. As my studies are not in a main stream of South Asian studies, I
believe paradoxically that my following analysis and observation may provide
uniqueness in understanding India of today:.

According to Marxist's paradigm, ancient societies have both slavery system
and authoritarianism by rulers. Thus Indus society was for long interpreted
as such society, and yet this interpretation is difficult to be sustained by the
artifacts recovered from excavation sites.

I would propose the Indus society as a society with high divergency, fluidity
and spirit of mutual aid and support. Indus society had certain commonalities
with modern society in India.

The first Prime Minister of independent India, J. Nehru advanced a slogan
"Unity in diversity” at the independence. However, Indian people tends to to
emphasize only the aspect of Unity. In fact, diversity is really a typical feature
of Indian society. So I, as a Professor in linguistics, always advise my students
to learn more than two languages of India. Otherwise they could not
understand what diversity means in India. We tend to look at a single

"Indianess"”, but real Indianess lies not in single but in multiple diversity.
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Some Legacies which India should Inherit Today
from Medieval and Early Modern Muslim India

RIBRIKZFZEZRER

Professor Emeritus, University of Nagasaki
&5 8h

Hiromu NAGASHIMA

Abstract’ Under the first and second Modi governments of India so-called

Hindu majoritarianism seems to have increased influence. We hear that
Muslim are made targets of communal hate crimes. Are there any legacies
which India should inherit today from medieval and early modern Muslim
India? In this paper the term “medieval and early modern Muslim India”
means “India under the Delhi Sultanates and Mughal Empire”. According to
Irfan Habib, eminent scholar of Indian history, it is remarkable that the wave
of qualified pantheism of Ibn al-‘Arabi (d. Damascus, 1240)should have begun
to dominate Indian Islamic thought about the same time that the pantheism
of Shankara(c.750)s school of Vedanta was attaining increasing influence
within Brahmanical thought. Akbar of Mughal Empire and the brains of his
policy, Abu al-Fazl, also accepted the pantheistic monotheism. The policy of
equal treatment of all religions (as distinct from simple policy of tolerance)
that Akbar enforced, was a policy for which it was not easy to find a parallel in
the contemporary world. This policy must have been a good precedent for
India’s secularism after independence. This must be one of the Important
legacies which should be inherited by India today. Sanjay Subrahmanyam,
also famous historian of India today, points out how cosmopolitanism was
clear at Surat, the most important and prosperous port city of Mughal Empire.
Both the Dutch and the English could construct many tall mausoleums at
Surat, while the Dutch were not permitted to do so at Nagasaki in those days.
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Strategic Significance of the Bay of Bengal
in the Historical Perspectives

M7 OT7EHRE

Researcher of South Asian History
EX NG

Shinji SHIGEMATSU, PhD

Abstract’ India is geographically regarded as a sub-continent in Asia.
However, it also has a phase of maritime zone not only in the meaning of the
geographical characteristics as 1s surrounded by Arabian Sea in the west side,
Indian Ocean 1in the south side and the Bay of Bengal in the east side, but also
in the historical context linking with South Asia, South-east Asia, and Fast

Asia.

The present paper focuses mainly on the Bay of Bengal and analyzes the
following issues-

1) Comparative Analysis of the views of China and India regarding the Bay of
Bengal through the strategic information and awareness in the past.

2) Present situation of the Bay of Bengal in the context of influence of the Belt
and the Road Initiative on Sri Lanka, southern most area of the Bay of Bengal,
and on Bangladesh, inner deep port town of the Bay of Bengal.

3) Vulnerability of the corporative organizations of SAARC, ASEAN and
BIMSTEC which are expected to play the crucial roles to tackle the economic
issues In the region.

4) Perspectives of the new “Partnership” among EU, India, and South-east
Asia to recover the potentials in the Bay of Bengal.
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